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The Maryland State Fair

An unFAIRgettable
Experience
By Sharon Barlow
For decades the excitement
in the air would almost be
palpable when a carnival
rolled into small towns across
America, and the countdown
began for the county fairs to
open. Children immediately
began the pestering process
to be the first ones in the
gate, to ride the most daring
ride, play the latest game,
eat a hot funnel cake, or milk
a sweet-faced spotted cow.
As society has changed,
however, amusement parks
have sprung up throughout
the country with rides and
games to thrill even the
bravest of spirits while
computers, iPads, and even
telephones provide the latest
action packed games to
entertain the youngest child to
the most bored teenager. The
county and state fairs of old
now struggle to engage and
entice families into the gate in
spite of the many memories
that parents might have of
their first scary ride, the now
ratty old teddy bear that was
won on a bet as to what hole
a mouse would climb down
into, or that first bite of a
funnel cake. The struggle is
multiplied exponentially in
the larger metropolitan areas
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where the competition for entertainment
is boundless. Yet just outside of the
metropolis of Baltimore, Maryland is
the town of Timonium, the site of the
135th unFAIRgettable MY Maryland
State Fair where families and children
still flock certainly to be thrilled by one
of the country’s most popular carnivals,
Deggeller Attractions, but also to learn
about the industry that surprisingly is still
so prominent in the state of Maryland,
agriculture.
The Maryland State Fair consistently
ranks in the Top 50 Fairs coming in
at number 32 in 2015 with a record
breaking 561,426 people through the
gate. While the numbers for 2016
were down slightly from that, still from
August 25 through September 5 almost
450,000 people flooded the gates
of a fair where first Deggeller Magic
Midways and now Deggeller Attractions
has entertained millions of guests in the
30 plus years that they have played the
Maryland State Fair. “We started back
when it was Don Deggeller and his
brothers, Greg and Jeff, all together,”
Andy Cashman, the Maryland State Fair
General Manager, shares. “That’s as far
back as I can recall, but the chairman
of the board who has been here for
many years remembers working with
Allen and Irvin Deggeller. They have
been here that long. They have always
been wonderful to deal with, and they
are great to talk to. They always seem
to have new ideas of different ways to
do things, and they constantly come up
with new promotional things. They are
extremely good to work with.”
Today, Andy Cashman primarily
works with Andy Deggeller and Jim
Ingram, but still the ideas continue to
flow. “About three years ago, we started
a kiddie land here,” Andy tells. “We had
never had that before. The kiddie rides
were mixed in along with the big rides,
but the new kiddie land works out really
well. We open it earlier during the day
so that young families and moms can
come out in groups and bring the kids.
Deggeller Attractions has a great setup
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for that with really good people running
it. It’s been a huge plus, and it gives us
more room for the bigger rides.”
Although the Timonium fairgrounds
is somewhat landlocked with only
about 100 acres, Deggeller Attractions
manages to pack the house with
numerous rides, games and food
concessions. According to Andy, “They
bring in more than 40 rides, and it’s
pretty tight. They do such a great job,
and our numbers just keep going up.
We are really happy they are here.”
“They seem to have a unique touch,”
he continues. “Andy and his sister,
Heidi, have their families on the road
with them, and they bring them here.
They seem to know what families are
hunting for. They have added changing
stations, seating and benches, shade
and umbrellas. They make it easier
for people and families to get around,
especially if they have young kids and
strollers. They work really hard at that.”
In addition to the rides and amenities,
Andy appreciates the other things that
Deggeller brings to the midway. “They
do have great rides,” Andy explains, “but
their operators are really good as well.
Their game people, Dale and Sharon
Negus, they do a great job. They have
incredible food vendors as well like Jay
Russell. They all really do a fantastic
job for us.”
Andy goes on, “My favorite part of
the fair is when I can walk through the
crowd and see people and stop and
ask little kids what’s their favorite part
of the fair. Whether they say it’s the
rides, seeing the biggest cow, or seeing
baby pigs being born, I love to see their
smiles and their happiness. They are
enjoying the fair.”
Although Andy relies heavily on
Deggeller Attractions for all the thrills
and chills, sights, sounds and aromas
that make the midway unFAIRgettable,
he recognizes that since his fairgrounds
are only about an hour’s drive from
Hersey Park in Hersey, Pennsylvania
and even less from Six Flags America
in Largo, Maryland, he cannot place the
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sole responsibility on the excitement of
his midway to bring people through the
gate. Andy Cashman and his assistant
general manager, Becky Brashear,
differentiate their fair from the countless
other forms of entertainment in the area
by simply and literally getting back to
their roots, agriculture. Becky, whose
almost 30 years of experience in the
industry has taken her from such notable
fairs as the Montgomery County Fair in
Gaithersburg, Maryland, and the Great
Frederick Fair to the Maryland State Fair,
shares, “As the entertainment dollar is
spread so thinly today, particularly here
in the Baltimore metropolitan area and
southern Pennsylvania, we really have
to set ourselves apart with what we are
able to do with agriculture education
and not just during the 10 to 12 days of
the fair but on a year around basis.”
In a society of fast food, can
openers, and microwavable dinners,
Becky and her team at the Maryland
State Fair work diligently to put their
fair-going public which is often five
to six generations removed from the
family farm back in touch with where
their food really comes from. Becky
explains, “We have a multitude of hands
on agricultural education experiences
and opportunities. The hub of our
initiative is our U-Learn Center where
we collaborated with the Baltimore
County Public Library System to set
up a reading library with books on
agriculture including story books and
nursery rhymes that tie in with it. It was
a huge hit with the folks who passed
through it.”
“We opened a new initiative this
year,” she continues, “whereby we
changed what had historically been
known as Animal World into U-Learn
Food.
People today embrace the
concept of buy local and buy fresh, but
we have discovered that they really
don’t know what that means or what
the radius is from which their food
supply comes. With that in mind, we
did a number of partnerships with the
University of Maryland Terp Farm with
November 2016 | www.CarnivalMag.com

27

the fresh fruits and vegetables that
we served at the Big Gala Dinner we
had for the Miss Maryland Agriculture
Program.”
The fruits and vegetables were
just a small piece of the numerous
educational experiences the fair offered
in conjunction with the University of
Maryland Terp Farm. As the University
has a beef cattle research farm on the
Eastern Shore, there were animals
on exhibit to help illustrate what the
beef chain means to the overall food
industry as well as the dairy farm piece
of it. In typical Maryland-style, seafood
also played a significant role at the
fair. “In conjunction with the Oyster
Recovery Partnership and Coastal
Conservation Association Maryland,”
Becky says, “we hosted the Maryland
Oyster Alley during a weekend of the
fair. Folks could buy a ticket and taste
the different oysters that are raised by
farmers here in Maryland. We often
forget that the Watermen are a huge
piece of Maryland agriculture.”
She goes on, “We have made great
inroads this year with showcasing
agriculture, telling the story of
agriculture, and even connecting with
farmers in the field via satellite giving
the fair-going public the opportunity
to visit and talk with farmers as they
are working in their fields. Those are
the opportunities people really won’t
forget.”
Perhaps even more unFairgettable
than the programs the Maryland State
Fair offers, are the special children
the fair targets. Becky explains, “We
started another new initiative this year
called the SPEAK Program or Special
Personal Experiences for Agceptional
Kids. This is for kids with autism, kids
with behavioral disabilities, or kids with
challenges in everyday life who don’t
have a connection with agriculture.
They had the opportunity to work with
some of the sheep in our barns as well
as sensory opportunities whereby they
felt different kinds of wools and grains.
They were able to smell different
28

CARNIVAL | November 2016

components of agriculture. We feel this
is a huge niche for us and truly one of
the things that sets the Maryland State
Fair apart. We want to embrace the
different segments of our agriculture
community and bring those segments
of agriculture to our fair-going public in
ways that many other fairs or venues
are not offering at this time.”
Just as the Maryland State Fair
reaches out to the many communities
it serves, those communities embrace
the fair in return. According to Edie
Bernier, Community Relations Director
for the fair, “Becky talks about how
good the SPEAK program was for the
kids, but it also had a huge impact
on their parents. Many of them were
almost in tears because here someone
was reaching out to their kids in a totally
different avenue.”
In addition to the children in the
SPEAK program, Becky and her
team have really tried to reach out
to the children from the inner city of
Baltimore. “We have a great avenue
and opportunity to really network with
those kids and bring them on board,”
she says. “With light rail here to the
fairgrounds, we can bring them in
seamlessly and provide them with
more meaningful opportunities in their
lives with things that they really have
never been able to touch at this point.”
Of course, going hand and hand with

agriculture is something that so many
children struggle with today, proper
nutrition. Becky adds, “We want these
kids to learn proper nutrition and help
with nutritional food preparation. We
want to connect with renowned chefs
in the Baltimore area and even across
the state so that these kids can come
here to learn food preparation as well
as food preservation which is another
huge component. As we have gotten
further and further away from agriculture
with our family circles, people don’t can
peaches, green beans, tomatoes, and
corn. While some of our society is
coming back to that, this is just another
great opportunity for us to capture and
engage another generation to come
back to our roots so to speak.”
While Becky Brashear certainly
exudes passion for the opportunities at
the Maryland State fair, her excitement
is equaled by Andy Cashman who
becomes even more animated as he
talks about his fair. “I think my mother
must have fallen down on the fairgrounds
when she was pregnant with me,” Andy
laughs. “I have grown up here as a
4Her showing sheep and pigs. When I
was nine years old, I told my sister that
I wanted to run the fair although I really
only wanted to run it so I could throw her
out.”
While Andy may have wanted to
throw his sister out, he now greatly
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values what he considers to be a great team. “We are
really blessed here to have such a great staff. When I hired
Becky, I also hired a young man named Robert Fogle as our
Agriculture Education Director and Rebecca Williams as our
Operations Manager. When I was in Las Vegas at the IAFE
Convention I was told that I had the A-Team. I do feel blessed
because I do have the A-Team.”
Andy humbly credits his success in that regards to advice
from his predecessor, Max Mosner. “I said to Max, we have
horse racing. We have the carnival. I know the agriculture
end of it forwards and backwards, but I don’t know the carnival
or the racing part of it. He said, ‘Andy, you only have to get
good people around you and let them work for you, and if you
have problems, then you go to them and you work it out.”
Even before the 135th unFAIRgettable My Maryland State
Fair closed, Andy and his team were making plans for the
Let Summer Be Summer at the 2017 My Maryland State Fair
which will run August 24 through September 4. “We are so
lucky to be in this industry,” he says. “It has its highs and
its lows. The highs are when you have great weather and
things go well. The lows are when you open to eight or nine
days of rain, and you are sitting here thinking ‘Oh my Lord,
what are we going to do?’ I really think we have a wonderful
opportunity to help our community, to educate our community,
and to be a part of it. It’s truly a good thing to be here.”
Certainly that is a sentiment shared by the almost
half a million people who passed through the gates of the
2016 Maryland State Fair. Whether they were there for the
incredible rides, games and food provided by Deggeller
Attractions or they were there for the countless opportunities
to experience the unique cultural and agricultural offerings of
the beautiful state of Maryland, their fair experience was truly
unFAIRgettable.
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